Introduced by Council Member Lee:
RESOLUTION 2011-348
A RESOLUTION MOURNING THE PASSING AND CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF TUSKEGEE AIRMAN AND CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL RECIPIENT WILLIAM STOCKTON SURCEY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
at the age of 92, William Stockton Surcey, a Tuskegee Airman and recipient of the Congressional Gold Medal for heroism, passed away; and

WHEREAS,
a 1939 graduate of Old Stanton High School, William Stockton Surcey sought to serve his country and the cause of freedom when World War II erupted; and

WHEREAS,
 though African-Americans had been barred from flying for the United States military, in 1941, after Congress mandated the formation of an all-black Army Air Corps unit capable of flying combat missions, and recruiters arrived at Tuskegee Institute, where he was furthering his education, William Stockton Surcey readily enlisted; and
WHEREAS,
the Tuskegee Airmen distinguished themselves in combat engagements in North Africa, Sicily and Italy in preparation for the liberation of Europe from the Nazi yoke; and
WHEREAS,
for his bravery and distinguished service in the Italian campaign, William Stockton Surcey was awarded the Bronze Star; and

WHEREAS,
upon his discharge from the military as a master sergeant in 1945, Mr. Surcey returned to Tuskegee Institute where he completed his studies, graduated in 1948 and returned to Jacksonville where he worked at NAS Jacksonville as an aircraft mechanic, had a 27-year career with the United States Postal Service and in 2006, retired from an air-conditioning and refrigeration repair business that he had started; and

WHEREAS,
it is fitting to say that William Stockton Surcey’s life was all-encompassing and impressive in his distinguished  achievements and how he inspired by example, particularly as a part of America’s Greatest Generation and the Tuskegee Airmen,  a force that was  instrumental in President Harry Truman’s decision to end racial segregation in the United States military forces in 1948, and it behooves all of us to pause in recognition of those monumental achievements, to mourn his passing and extend our condolences to Mr. Surcey’s family and loved ones; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville does hereby mourn the passing of William Stockton Surcey, Tuskegee Airman and Recipient of the Congressional Gold Medal and expresses its condolences to Mr. Surcey’s family and loved ones at this time of bereavement.
Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

     /s/  Margaret M. Sidman     _ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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